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The Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia adopted the Constitution of the Republic of Slovenia on 23rd December 1991 thus providing the basis for a new legal system founded in particular on the respect of human rights and fundamental freedoms, the principles of the rule of law and social state, the parliamentary system and the principle of the separation of legislative, executive and judicial powers. 
Legal regulatory impact assessment requirements for the preparation of draft legislation

Legislative procedure provides that a draft law may be sent to the President of the National Assembly by the government, a deputy, the National Council or at least 5 000 voters (Article 114
). In the case when a proposal to initiate the procedure for amending the Constitution is concerned, initiators must be at least 20 deputies, 30 000 voters or the government. There are legal regulatory impact assessment requirements for the preparation of draft legislation by the government and by parliament, which were additionally strengthened in the last revision of the Rules and Procedure of the National Assembly (RPNA, 15.07.2002). Article 115 states that: 'A draft law contains the title of the law, an introduction, the text or articles and an explanation. The introduction includes:

· an evaluation of the state of the affairs and the reasons for adopting the law;
· the goals, principles and main solutions of the draft law;
· an estimation of the financial implications of the draft law for the state budget and other public finance resources;
· a statement that the resources for the implementation of the law are provided in the state of the budget if the draft law envisages the use of budgetary resources in a period in which the state budget has already been adopted;
· a presentation of the regulation in other legal systems and of the harmonisation of the proposed regulation with the acquis communautaire, the presentation of the regulation in other legal systems must include the presentation of the regulation in at least three legal systems in European Union States;
· other consequences the adoption of the law might have.

The statement of reasons explains the contents and purpose of individual articles of the draft law and the implications and interrelations of the solutions contained therein. Thus requirements are laid for evaluation of the state of the affairs and for assessment of the impact of the proposed legislation on budget and of the implications on other areas. Similar are the requirements for the amendments to draft laws, which must be written together with an explanation stating the reasons for the amendment, the implications for the state budget, as well as other consequences that the adoption of amendment will have (RPNA, Article 129 (5)).It is important, however, to note that the regulatory impact assessment and forecasts of the implications of the draft law submitted by the sponsor are used to support the new law and therefore are putting the stress on the positive effects and outcomes associated with the new law and not on the possible negative consequences. After a draft law is submitted, the President of the National Assembly forwards the draft law to all deputies. The President of the National Assembly sends the draft law also to the Government when it is not the sponsor of the law. The draft law is also published in the National Assembly gazette. With this act the main actors and general public are informed or gain access to the information of the draft law and the initial impact assessment, which was submitted by the sponsor. Thus, the legislative procedure begins.
Regular legislative procedure
By law regular legislative procedure in Slovenia consists of three stages or three readings. The first reading of the draft law begins when the draft law is forwarded to the deputies and there is an opportunity to request a general debate on the draft law. After the general debate, the National Assembly decides on whether the draft law is eligible for further reading. The second reading of the draft law is first held within the working body responsible (committee stage) and then, pursuant to the report by the working body responsible, at the session of the National Assembly (plenary stage). At the committee stage the working body responsible discusses and votes on individual articles of the draft law. The report drawn by the working body for the second reading of the draft law and the eventual opinion by the Legislative and Legal Service on the amended draft law are published in the gazette of the National Assembly. In the third reading the National Assembly discusses and votes the draft law in its entirety. In general, draft laws undergo a number of changes and modifications in the National Assembly, especially when the government submits the draft law. These changes depend on the extent to which government succeeded/or made enough efforts in reconciliation of points of view of different interested parties. 
Working bodies of the National Assembly and regulatory impact assessment
Having in mind that significant part of the discussions of draft laws undergoes at the sessions of National Assembly’s working bodies, it is consistent to expect that significant part of the regulatory impact assessment is initiated, presented, discussed at these sessions. Working bodies
 are established in the National Assembly to monitor the state of affairs, to prepare policy decisions in such areas, to formulate positions on draft laws and particular issues, to discuss draft laws and other acts of the National Assembly (RPNA, Article 32). Working bodies collect information independently quite often through public hearings, reports by parliamentary research services, independent experts. The procedure requires that before the working body meeting, members are sent a draft agenda, the eventual opinion of the government if it is not itself a sponsor of the draft law, the opinion of the Legislative and Legal Service department of the National Assembly and the eventual opinions of the public concerned and of the National Council (RPNA, Article 48). Therefore working body’s members (deputies) receive in advance the necessary documents for discussion of the draft law, including studies of impact assessment and opinions of the concerned public, if any were submitted. At the meeting of the working body a short presentation of those might follow. By understandable reasons
 however this procedure is sometimes shortened and consultations and impact assessments bear the cost of it. Within its scope of work, a working body may ask the government and other state authorities as well as public institutes, public enterprises and public funds founded by the state, to provide explanations and information, which it needs to perform its tasks (RPNA, Article 45 (1)). This rule is not binding the working body to conduct consultations and impact assessments. On the other side, the government and other state authorities as well as public institutes, public enterprises and public funds founded by the state are obliged immediately to forward the information and documents requested by the working body. 

Furthermore, in order to gather information, a working body may organise a public hearing and invite experts and other persons who might provide useful information. The calling of the public hearing, together with issues on which information needs to be gathered, must be announced in the media (RPNA, Article 46). In addition, responsible working body must be informed of all proposals, initiatives and questions addressed to it by civil society (RPNA, Article 41).The representatives of the institutions, whose work is directly related to the subject matter of the discussion, as well as experts and representatives of the public concerned, may be invited to attend the meeting of a working body to discuss individual items on the agenda and may deliver and explain their opinions and positions regarding the issue under discussion (RPNA, Article 51(2)). Rules and procedure of the National Assembly require that issues discussed by the working bodies including draft laws and other legislative issues must be then presented to the President of the National Assembly and must contain adopted positions and decisions with regard to the opinions of the working bodies concerned, the Legislative and Legal Service, the National Council and the President of the Republic (RPNA, Article 42). This article provides necessary conditions for the respective working body to conduct consultation or at least to take a position regarding opinions from other consultative bodies and the Presidency.
Organisation and bodies providing impact assessment 
There is no central unit for conducting government impact assessments. In most cases each ministry carries its own regulatory impact assessment when it is the sponsor, or when asked by the National Assembly or by the working body of the National Assembly. When state budget law and related documents are discussed, the impact assessment is carried out by the specialised central unit - Institute of Macroeconomic Analysis and Development (IMAD). Main fields of analysis and activities of IMAD are: estimates and forecasts of the main macroeconomic aggregates and national accounts (the basis for drawing up development programmes, the Budget Memorandum and the state budget), the analysis of performance of the corporate and public sectors, the analysis of the impact of economic, social and development policy measures at aggregate and sectoral levels, and data processing. For draft legislation originating in parliament, the sponsor must ensure that sort of information. To obtain data and necessary information for the purposes of regulatory impact assessment every deputy and parliamentary group may receive support by the parliamentary services. These are usually experts in parliamentary groups and parliamentary Research Sector and Legislation and Legal Affairs Service.

Legislation and Legal Affairs Service

In accordance with the powers granted to it by the Rules and Procedure of the National Assembly, the Legislation and Legal Affairs Service examines, with a view to ensuring conformity with the Constitution and the legal system as well as a uniform professional and methodological approach in the procedure to adopt laws and other regulations in the National Assembly, all laws and other regulations that are submitted for adoption by the National Assembly, and provides the Assembly and its working bodies with expert opinions in this regard; prepares the professional foundations for the formulation of opinions or replies to the Constitutional Court; prepares compulsory interpretation of laws and other acts of the National Assembly.
Research Sector

The Research Sector prepares expert analyses and studies concerning issues relating to the work of the National Assembly, its working bodies and other services of the National Assembly. The Rules and Procedure provide for some special consultations and additional opinions if the issue of the draft law, which is discussed, has implications on the budget or national communities. A draft law that will have implications for the state budget or other public finance resources is also referred for discussion to the working body responsible for public finance issues. Such working body may also deliver opinions on amendments that have financial implications for the state budget or other public finance resources, and must particularly draw attention on possibility that the draft law might envisage budgetary expenditures that were not planned for the period for which the budget is adopted. The report on the financial implications of the draft law and the amendments is sent by the above working body to the working body responsible (RPNA, Article 124). The draft law containing provisions that concern the rights and status of national communities is also referred to the Commission for National Communities. The commission may also deliver opinions on amendments that concern the rights and the status of national communities and its report on the implications of the draft law and the amendments is sent to the responsible working body (RPNA, Article 124). When discussing issues that relate to maintaining concern for autochthonous Slovene national minorities in neighbouring countries and for Slovene emigrants and workers abroad and fostering their contacts with the homeland, the National Assembly and its working bodies shall invite to their sessions the representatives of organisations of Slovene national minorities, Slovene emigrants and workers abroad, or individual members of such communities and may request the opinions from these organisations.

When the draft law, which is tabled, contains provisions that directly intrude upon the status and rights of local communities or provisions that vest in local communities the exercise of specific duties within the state jurisdiction, at the beginning of the legislative procedure the President of the National Assembly calls upon the competent local community bodies to deliver an opinion on such provisions of the draft law (RPNA, Article 146 and 147). In cases when local communities expressed dissent regarding provisions of the law that have been sent to them to obtain their consent, those provisions may be modified by the National Assembly with appropriate amendments on the third reading of the draft law, nevertheless at that stage new amendments are not foreseen by the regular legislative procedure.
The National Council

The National Council
 in Slovenia is the representative of social, economic, professional and local interest groups. Chapter IV of the Constitution (Administration of the State). puts the National Council in second place in the system formed by the various bodies of state authority.
 The forty-member National Council comprises 22 representatives of local interests, six representatives of non-commercial activities four representatives of employers and four of employees and four representatives of farmers, crafts and trades and independent professionals. Every interest group is involved in legislation from its own field of interest and continually monitors the progress of such legislation. Some of the National Council’s strengths arise from its actual composition. Given the complex nature of state structures, the popular will of the voters can hardly be directly expressed and is always mediated by political parties. The influence of political parties is not so strong within the National Council. Legislative initiative, or the right to propose that the National Assembly adopt laws or changes and amendments to individual provisions of laws, is stated as the first of the National Council's powers in the Constitution (first indent, Article 97), and therefore gives the Council an important initiatory role in the legislative process. 
By means of opinions, which the National Council adopts and conveys to the National Assembly on all matters within the jurisdiction of the National Assembly
, the National Council communicates and asserts, within the National Assembly, the interests of all the interest groups represented by the National Council. It is the practice of the National Council, through its commissions
, to participate in the discussion of proposed laws even before their first reading in the National Assembly. The opinions, views and proposals may also be formed by the National Council commissions during debates on laws and other bills. The National Council and its working bodies cooperate with the working bodies of the National Assembly and submit their opinions on matters, which fall within their jurisdiction (Article 2 of the Law on the National Council, RPNA, Articles 215-219). 

When the President of the National Assembly obtains from the President of the National Council proposals, opinions or requests by the National Council, he forwards them to all deputies and to the Government, and asks the competent working body and the Government to deliver their opinions to the National Assembly. The opinions submitted by the National Council or its working bodies are discussed by the working bodies of the National Assembly. A representative of the National Council may be invited to a session of the National Assembly's working body where an opinion is debated. At its session the National Assembly may decide to ask the National Council to deliver an opinion on an individual issue. In this way the National Council, through its working bodies, can creatively cooperate in the formation of laws and thus contribute to the improvement of legislative texts. The National Council has, within the remit of its competences, conveyed 36 opinions
 to the National Assembly. Eight commissions of the National Council have, in the period 1997 to 2000, formed 225 opinions
 on proposed legislation and communicated them to the relevant working bodies of the National Assembly.

The National Council has a powerful influence on decision-making in the National Assembly through its right to a suspensive veto. Reconsideration of a law is possible when prior to the promulgation of this law is received a request for reconsideration from the National Council. The National Assembly may only readopt this law afterwards with a majority of the votes of all deputies of the assembly, unless the Constitution requires a greater number of votes. The reconsideration of a law by the National Assembly is final. The right to demand that a referendum be called on matters regulated by law is given to the National Council by the constitutional provision referring to a referendum relating to legislation (second paragraph of Article 90 of the Constitution), while the demand for the calling of a referendum is defined by the fourth indent of Article 97 of the Constitution as a competence of the National Council. 

The work of the National Council and of its working bodies is public. In conformity with this legal provision, the sessions of the National Council and of its commissions are public
, meaning that the general public may attend sessions in person. Furthermore, the public nature of the work is guaranteed through the cooperation with the public media representatives; all material debated and passed by the National Council and its working bodies, with the exception of highly confidential material, is available to the public. Professional consultations, expert meetings, public debates, discussions and lectures organised within the National Council and serving as the basis in the formulation of the initiatives relating to legislation, opinions and standpoints of the National Council as a representative body of the public interests. In the period between 17th December 1997 and 30th November 2002 the National Council organised 75 public discussions, seminars, roundtables and international conferences. For the same period were also carried out 28 public meetings with the electors.
Methods of regulatory impact assessment

The most common-used methods of regulatory impact assessment are qualitative methods, in cases of draft legislation with financial impacts also quantitative methods (costs & benefits analysis, estimate of impacts on state budget, impacts on local budgets, inflation rate etc.) Preferred are estimation and computation of effects on budget, inflation rate, on GDP growth. Although, Slovenian country cannot afford to conduct comprehensive RIA analysis, there are also other relevant issues like methods of informing the public and the involvement of interest groups in public discussion that influence these practices, which are discussed further in this text.
Drawing legislation facts and regulative impact focus

In year 2002 National Assembly decided to reorganise its legislative work in order to become more efficient in the process of discussing and adopting laws. Significant part of the expert debates over the draft legislation, which used to take place at the National Assembly sessions, was shifted to the meetings of respective working bodies. This provided grounds for faster and efficient lawmaking. Thus in 2002 in total 174 laws were adopted, 12 laws were rejected, and 39 laws were withdrawn. From adopted laws, 61 were connected with the harmonisation of the Slovene legislation with the EU legislation. Originally 34 EU laws were proposed, but at the end of the year 61 were adopted  (the difference between proposed and accepted laws comes from the fact that some of the adopted in 2002 laws were proposed in 2001 and because of delays were postponed for 2002). Number of the adopted EU acts for 2001 is 35. From November 2000 to the end of December 2001, the National Assembly adopted 175 laws and 168 other acts. The tables below show the number of draft acts adopted, rejected or withdrawn (according to the type of act) per year; origin of laws and type of procedure used.

Table 1.

	TYPE OF ACTS
	Second term of office

1997-2000
	Second term of office

2000
	Third term of office

2001

	
	
	Adopted
	Rejected
	Withdrawn
	Adopted
	Rejected
	Withdrawn

	Constitutional acts 
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Acts
	186
	2
	3
	5
	41
	4
	12

	Acts on amendments of laws
	155
	5
	7
	6
	63
	13
	14

	Ratifications
	290
	6
	
	
	58
	
	5

	Total
	633
	13
	10
	11
	162
	17
	31


Source: Report on the Second Term of Office of the National Assembly; Report on National Assembly’s Work in the Parliamentary Term 2000 – 2004; first year: October 2000 – December 2001; National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia; Research Department, October 2000

Table 2.

	Origin of the laws
	Forth year of the second term
	First year of the third term

	
	Proposed
	Adopted
	Proposed
	Adopted

	Deputies
	1
	2
	18
	12

	Government 
	
	11
	34
	150

	National Council 
	
	
	1
	

	Voters
	
	
	
	

	Total
	1
	13
	53
	162


Source: Report on the Second Term of Office of the National Assembly; Report on National Assembly’s Work in the Parliamentary Term 2000 – 2004; first year: October 2000 – December 2001; National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia; Research Department, October 2000

Table 3.

	TYPE OF PROCEDURE
	2000
	2001

	Regular procedure
	
	23

	Fast-track procedure
	7
	53

	Shortened procedure
	
	28

	Ratification
	6
	58

	Total
	13
	162


Source: Report on National Assembly’s Work in the Parliamentary Term 2000 – 2004; first year: October 2000 – December 2001

According to study made by the Research Department of the National Assembly in 2001
 the types of regulatory impact that received more attention in country's legislation of Slovenia were: 

· Impact on the state budget and/or on regional and local government budgets; 
· Impact on foreign policy, European integration and international security;
· Approximation of national & EU law; 
· Impact on employment;
· Impact on the environment;
· Impact on the activities of NGOs / interest groups.
Less but still a lot of attention received regulatory impact on:

· Impact on the economy in general (inflation, GDP, etc.)

· Impact on the organisation, function and management style of public administration

· Impact on small and medium-sized enterprises

· Activities of the legal institutions (police, courts, etc.)

· Citizen and human rights

· The accessibility of public services of legal institutions

In the last 2 years these trends continued with highlights of the regulatory impact falling on approximation of the national and international law (EU) and state budget related legislation.

It is important to note here that in its efforts to harmonize and approximate with the EU directives and other legal standards, applicant countries including Slovenia, sometimes have difficulties explaining the meaning of EU legislation to the public. These problems usually surfaces during ratification process in national parliaments, when deputies and civil servants usually do not have background information related to political, economic, social and cultural reasons of one or another legal act negotiated among the EU member states. Another problem comes from the fact that because of the pace in which EU legislation is adopted, some interest groups do not have time to influence it, or there is not enough time to conduct serious impact assessments.
Monitoring and control of the implementation 

The working bodies of the National Assembly and National Assembly itself usually receive feedback on the implementation of legislation passed. The working bodies may request any sort of information needed for their work. In their steering and supervisory assignments they often discuss reports on the consequences of certain laws and possible future effects of them. The Rules and Procedure gives the National Assembly the right to adopt a decision requesting the Government or the individual minister to report to the National Assembly on the implementation of laws and other regulations adopted by the National Assembly and on the effects thereof (Article 237). In some specific cases, most often in the field of budget, in cases of some very special laws with either important societal implications or politically sensible consequences, impact assessment documents are referred to when monitoring implementation and/or conducting external audits. 

It is also explicitly stated in the National Assembly’s Rules and Procedure that the Commission for Budgetary and other Public Finance Control controls the implementation of the state budget and monitors the implementation of the budgets of local communities which receive financial resources to balance their accounts, and controls the intended use of resources allocated from the state budget (Article 39). This Commission also discusses draft laws, other acts and issues related to the control over the implementation of the state budget and the public finance as well as to activities of bodies responsible for such control. It is also interesting to mention that despite the usual practice for the chairmen of the working bodies to be from the deputy group of the governing coalition
, Rules and Procedure of the National Assembly require for the leading positions in the Commissions for Budgetary and Other Public Finance Control and in the Commission for Supervision of the Work of the Security and the Intelligence Services must be held by deputies of opposition deputy groups (RPNA, Article 33(3)). This rule anticipates stringent control over the important issues concerning budget and security related draft legislation especially when it is proposed by the government.
Openness of work

The work of the National Assembly is open to the public and the manner of guaranteed openness of work is provided by the Rules and Procedure (RPNA, Article 5). Sessions and meetings of its working bodies are also open to the public unless the confidential issues are under discussion. This openness is usually guaranteed when the representatives of the media are allowed to attend such sessions or meetings directly or by means of technical devices. Journalists also have access to the information and documentary material, draft acts of the National Assembly, notifications and reports on the work of the Assembly and its working bodies, to the parliament gazette and other publications as well as to all public documents published within the computer network of the National Assembly.

The National Assembly informs the public about its work and about the decisions and opinions on the issues discussed. Draft acts and other documents discussed by the National Assembly are published in their entirety or as a summary in the gazette of the National Assembly and on Internet. Reports and opinions of working bodies are also published in the gazette, where so provided by the Rules and Procedures or so decided by the President of the National Assembly (RPNA, Article 100).

Slovene National Assembly is in fact very open also to hear the civil society (this does not necessary mean that the National Assembly also follows in all cases their suggestions in adopted law). The National Assembly gives opportunity to the representatives of the civil society to express their views, but it decides by itself after considering all different points of view. The Government's opinions are deciding factor in most cases. Citizens and interest groups have access to RIA related information on draft legislation and acts during the legislative process in parliament via Internet. The National Assembly database supports the following information sources:

Adopted Laws database – it contains laws adopted by the National Assembly and published in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia since independence on 25th June 1991. The database contains both laws in force as well as laws, which are no longer in force. Bills (draft acts) database – it contains bills in the current term, which are in parliamentary procedure (regular, fast-track, abridged procedure) and in one of the readings (first, second, third) in the National Assembly. The database also contains adopted bills, which have not yet been published in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia. 

Adopted Acts database – it contains the standing orders, the national budget, the closing balance of the national budget, national programmes, declarations, resolutions, recommendations, orders, official interpretations of laws, decisions and other acts adopted by the National Assembly. 

Draft Acts database contains draft acts in the current term, which are in parliamentary procedure in the National Assembly. The Draft Acts database contains: the standing orders, the national budget, the closing accounts of the national budget, national programmes, declarations, resolutions, recommendations, orders, official interpretations of laws, decisions and other acts adopted by the National Assembly. Currently these databases are only available in Slovene and are updated on a daily basis.

Public openness is also guaranteed by the Information Department of the National Assembly. It provides information to the public about the work of the National Assembly and its working bodies; ensures conditions for representatives of the media to carry out their work within the Assembly; monitors reporting by the media and sees to the issuing of the gazette of the Assembly and other publications. In cooperation with the individual departments it prepares the necessary explanations in accordance with the regulations on the provision of information to the public and proposes or prepares information and reports which are of interest to the general public.

Notes:


� Rules and Procedure of the National Assembly, adopted on 15th July 2002


� Working bodies in Slovene National Assembly are: Commission for Mandates and Elections; Commission under the Incompatibility of Holding Public Office with Gainful Activity Act; Commission for the Rules of Procedure; Commission for National Communities; Commission for Supervision of the Work of the Security and Intelligence Services; Commission for Budgetary and Other Public Finance Control; Commission for Petitions; Commission for Relations with Slovenes in Neighbouring and Other Countries; Commission for European Affairs; Committee for the Economy; Committee on Infrastructure and the Environment; Committee for Agriculture, Forestry and Food; Committee for Finance and Monetary Policy; Committee on Foreign Policy; Committee on Home Affairs; Committee on Defence; Committee on Health, Labour, the Family, Social Policy and the Disabled; Committee on Culture, Education, Youth, Science and Sport; Constitutional Commission of the National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia. 


� Approximation of the legislation to the EU legislation and short terms to do so


� The National Council of the Republic of Slovenia is the upper house of the Slovenian parliament. This is not expressly stated in the Slovenian Constitution but may be derived from constitutional theory, the international comparison of its competences and the role that the National Council performs. The first decade of its existence has demonstrated the justification and rationality of the upper chamber’s function within Slovenia’s constitutional system. It has proven its capacity to fulfil its constitutionally defined competences and shown its ability to operate in spheres are not expressly delegated to the Council in the Constitution, yet which are also not forbidden. It has affirmed its deep-seated and direct relations with citizens and civil society, which form the basis of a representative democracy.


The Slovenian bicameral structure is an “incomplete bicameral system”, meaning that the upper chamber does not have equal competences with the lower chamber but instead has less authority. The purpose of upper chambers in incomplete bicameral systems, which on the world scale are more common that complete bicameral systems, is to supervise the work of the lower chamber. A weaker upper chamber can only supervise the work of a more powerful chamber if its composition is different to that of the lower chamber and if it has appropriate competences that differentiate it from the lower chamber, which holds true in the case of Slovenia’s upper chamber. The National Council is a weaker upper chamber, even among incomplete bicameral systems, yet it enjoys certain competences that some of the more powerful upper chambers in Europe do not have at their disposition. (Državni svet Republike Slovenije, predstavitev)


� Constitutions sets out: the composition of the National Council (Article 96), its powers (Article 97), elections to the National Council (Article 98), voting in the National Council (Article 99), incompatibility of office with the office of deputy of the National Assembly (Article 100), immunity (Article 100), Standing Orders of the National Council (Article 101).


� Second indent, Article 97 of the Constitution of the Republic of Slovenia


� National Council Commissions: Political System Commission; International Relations and European Affairs Commission; Commission for the Economy; Small Business and Tourism Commission; Social Activities Commission; Local Government and Regional Development Commission; Agriculture, Forestry and Food Commission; Mandates and Immunity Commission.


� The National Council conveyed 12 opinions in 1998, 9 in 1999, 5 in 2000 and 10 in 2001 (on national budget, voluntary contribution act, strategy of regional development, strategy of economic development, draft amendments to the Constitution and others).


� The commissions conveyed 75 opinions to working bodies of the National Assembly in 1998, 66 opinions in 1999 and 84 in 2000.


� Articles 47 and 77 of the Standing Orders of the National Council


� http://www.riigikogu.ee/osakonnad/msi/ecprd/questio_answers.html


� Deputy groups in Slovene National Assembly (90 deputies in total): Liberal Democracy Of Slovenia (LDS) - 34 deputies; Social Democratic Party Of Slovenia (SDS) - 13 deputies; United List Of Social Democrats (ZLSD) - 11 deputies; SLS Slovene People’s Party (SLS) - 10 deputies; New Slovenia - Christian People’s Party (NSi) - 8 deputies; Democratic Party Of Pensioners Of Slovenia (DESUS) - 4 deputies; Slovene National Party (SNS) - 4 deputies; Slovene Youth Party (SMS) - 4 deputies; Representatives Of The National Minorities - 2 deputies
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